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SAVANNAH, Ga. - The Armstrong Atlantic State University men's basketball team shot 56 percent from the field in the
second half in claiming a 75-71 season-opening win over Wingate on Monday evening at Alumni Arena.
The Pirates (1-0) avenged a pair of last-season losses to the Bulldogs (0-1) and gave head coach Jeremy Luther his first
win in eight tries against Wingate. 
The Bulldogs used a three-pointer by Paidrick Matilus with 22 seconds left to take a 36-35 lead into intermission. The two
teams traded baskets in the first four minutes of the second half until the Pirates used an 8-0 run over the next two minutes
to take a 53-45 lead. 
Armstrong led, 72-60, with 4:13 remaining, but watched the Bulldogs embark on a 9-0 run to close to within three, 72-69, on
a pair of Matilus free throws with 1:41 remaining. An Austin Edens bank shot with 1:22 left put the Pirates back up by five,
but Odell Turner converted a layup to close the Bulldogs back within three, 74-71, with 1:12 left.
Wingate got the basketball back under a minute to play, but junior Chris Edwards blocked a Matilus shot with 22 seconds
left and the Pirates closed out the win. Armstrong hit 14-of-25 shots after intermission, including 3-of-4 three-pointers, to
claim the win.
Edwards' block capped a stellar Pirate debut as he scored a team-high 17 points on 6-of-9 shooting from the floor, including
3-for-4 three-pointers. DeVon Jones added 15 points off the bench on 6-of-11 shooting while Grant Domsic added four
three-pointers off the bench en route to 13 points and Chris Vanlandingham added 12.
"This was a good test of our league," coach Luther said. "Wingate is a very good team and this win will better prepare us for
the tougher teams in the Peach Belt."
Wingate placed three players in double figures, led by Turner's 18 points and game-high 12 rebounds. Matilus finished the
ni g ht wit h 1 7 p oi nt s a n d ni n e b o ar d s, w hil e Q u a n Al e x a n d er a d d e d 1 2 p oi nt s.
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S o ut h er n W e sl e y a n at 2: 0 0 p. m.
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